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First in the Lenten Peace Series

On Feb. 5, the Detroit chapter of Society for Peace met in the Harvard wing of
the church for the first of the 4-part Lenten Series given by its founder, Sr. Carmela

Chetcuti. The theme was Peace of Godnd we beganwithA OAAAET ¢ AOT 1 *1 EI
Gospel, recounting that upon seeing His disciples for the first time after the

resurrection, Jesus offered them His gift of peace. We then prayed that the world
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violence is the way to peace, for all those who are troubled in any way and for
candidates preparing for sacraments.

After exchanging a sign of peace, Sr. Carmela described how Society for Peace
is different from other peace organizations. Unlike other groups, SFP is inclusive,
ecumenical and unlimited in scope. Its members are intentionally living a peaceful
life by praying for peace daily, praying for peace with others at least monthly,
seeking inner healing and reconciliation and striving to do acts of kindness for
others in daily life. We do all this to grow, move and develop.

A presentation on the nature of prayer followed. Considering the many
definitions of prayer, and the many ideas we all have about what prayer is to each of
us, Sr. Carmela suggested that prayer is essentially standing before God just as we
are. Itis a conversation with God, and real prayer comes from within. Are we sad,
angry, thankful, confused, happy, scared, worried? This should be our starting point
of prayer. And how we are before God z how we approach prayer - has to do with
our individual concept of God. Is He transcendent but also intimate, is He out to get
us, close and caring, vengeful, punishing? The way we pray also has to do with our
own self-concept. We have a true self, what God created us to be, and a false self,
which might consist of self-hate or be governed by the perceptions and distortions
of others. Do we react to God as a bad child would react to a parent, or do we
approach God as though He is a loving and forgiving father, patiently waiting for us
to come to Him?

Sr. Carmela reminded us that God created us in His own image, and
challenged us to think about what that looks like. She also reminded us that, as the
saying goes, of all the things we do, prayer is the leastpractiéal 7A AT 180 DOAU
results so much as to love someone or become someone God wants us to be. God
knows what we want and what we need, and Jesus instructed us to love one another.

Please consider attending the rest of the Lenten Series. The dates and times
are published in the bulletin, and we will continue to meet every first and third
Tuesday.



Peace.
Dawn Henretty, Christian Service Commission



